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Review of Sports Consumption Research in China’ s New-Era: Process,

Challenges, and Prospects
LIU Shuyang', WANG Jiahong’

(1.8chool of Sport,Soochow University ,Suzhou 215021 China; 2.Dongwu Think Tank,Soochow University ,Suzhou 215021
China)

Abstract: This research aims to analyse the features of sports consumption research in China’ s new-era and explore future
research directions. It adopts a systematic literature review method to analyse 361 sports consumption articles from CSSCI
Chinese core journals between 2012—2022. The main themes of contemporary sports consumption research focus on policy
orientation, industry development, and era changes. Key takeaways include: (DThe establishment and agreement on sports
consumption theories; @Growing application of interdisciplinary research; 3Demonstration of collaborative mindset and
new-era features from research findings. Emerging challenges include: (DVague research positioning of sports consumption;
(@Need for theoretical frameworks reflecting new-era characteristics; 3Lack of empirical study on the supply side;
(@ Need for further expansion for the research scope and research targets; (5Need for updates and innovation in research
methods. Moreover, this research offers future research directions for sports consumption scholars and provides the following
suggestions: (DIt should be based on serving the Party and national strategies; (2)Taking meeting the needs of the people as the
starting point; (PInnovation in sports consumption should be the core research theme; @ Collaborative and comparative study
should be the guiding direction; (©The ultimate goal is to build the discipline and academic system for sports consumption.

Key words: a leading sporting nation; sports consumption; sports industry; consumption upgrading; balance of supply and

demand
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